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TRIBUTE TO GREG WEIDNER

A great man is one who leaves oth-
ers at a loss after he is gone. --Paul
Valery

Greg Weidner, Elkhorn Rural Pub-
lic Power District board president,
passed away on May 4, 2018.

Greg had served on the Elkhorn
Rural Public Power District Board
since 2007. He was board president
since January 2017. He was also on
the Nebraska Rural Electric Associa-
tion (NREA) board serving as Secre-
tary/Treasurer from 2016 - 2017 and
then as Vice-President.

Greg believed in education and
being educated. He was a member
of the LEAD 24 program. He also
completed continuing education
for PPD/Cooperative board mem-
bers through the National Rural
Electric Cooperative Association:
Credentialed Cooperative Director,
2008; NRECA Board Leadership
Certificate, 2011 and Director Gold
Certificate, 2016 and 2018.

All these programs required com-

mitment and determination to com-
plete as well as a significant amount]
of personal time, which exemplified
the type of person Greg strived to be.

Greg pursued everything he did
with passion and dedication. He
was a farmer and received the Madi-
son Area Chamber of Commerce]
Farm Family of the Year in 2013.
He was also an accountant, having
received his Bachelors of Business
Administration and Accounting
from Kearney State College and
was a member of Nebraska Society
of Public Accountants.

Greg will be remembered for his
smile, loyalty, dedication, willing-
ness to serve, honesty and integrity.

The NREA is facilitating a schol-
arship in Greg’s memory, allowing
his passion and dedication to the
electrical industry to live on.

Our sincere condolences go out
to the Weidner family.

He will truly be missed by the
Elkhorn RPPD family.
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Greg Weidner
December 20, 1963 - May 4, 2018
Below - Tom Rudloff, General
Manager, presents Greg with a
Director Gold Certificate; lower
left - ERPPD trucks stand at
attention at the Humphrey
cemetery.

WIRE
Page 1



BLIZZARD APRIL 2018
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We want to say
a big thank you
to our custom-
ers for your
patience, sup-
port and prayers
during the bliz-
zard in April.
At the height
of the storm we
had about 4,000
customers with-
out power. All
customers were
restored on
Monday, April
16. The four
pictures clockwise
from the bottom
left were taken
by crews out in
the field during
the storm as they
worked to re-
store power. The
picture middle
right is from the
ERPPD Face
Book page with
well wishes from
our customers.
The picture on

the bottom right is

a crew working to
repair damage to
the lines caused
by the storm. We
will be fixing line

for some time, but

it will not affect
the service we
provide.
Again, thank you
for being our
customers.
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EQUIPMENT

The board of directors were invited
to check out some of the equipment
that was purchased recently. Equip-
ment is retired based on depreciation,
which is about 14 years for large
trucks. Replacements are budgeted
on the depreciation cycle.

Todd Knutson,operations manager,
stated, “It is a balance of equipment
reliability and cost-effectiveness for
our customers. We want to make
sure our equipment runs efficiently to
help keep our costs lower.”

The District budgeted to replace a
bucket truck and a digger derrick this
year.

The used bucket truck that was
purchased, pictured to the right (top
3 pictures), has a 77 foot lift as op-
posed to the old machine which had
a 60 foot lift.

The boom “squirts” out horizon-
tally, which is also different from the
truck it replaced. This allows for a
longer reach to areas that are hard to
access.

The taller lift means our crews will
be able to reach taller trees for trim-
ming and vegetation management.
The taller lift also means that it can
be used for transmission line, which
is taller than distribution line. It was
used after the ice storm to repair
transmission line.

The digger derrick (lower picture)
will be stationed in Neligh replacing
the digger truck there.
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NEW FACES

Taylor Stanley, recent
graduate, hired as sum-
mer help and will be
working in Neligh
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Taylor Stanley and Blake Papik, recent graduates
of the NECC Utility Line Program, were hired as
seasonal workers. They will be working this sum-
mer to help us catch up from the storm as well as
learning valuable skills for their futures as linemen.

Taylor will be working out of the Neligh outpost
and Blake will be working from Battle Creek head-
quarters.

Both Taylor and Blake come from farm back-
grounds and are hard workers.

We look forward to having them at Elkhorn Rural
Public Power District.

Blake Papik recent
graduate, hired as sum-
mer help and will be
working in Battle Creek
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