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WHY VEGETATION MANAGEMENT MATTERS

From the GM -
Mark Johnson
Trees are
a big part of
what makes our
communities
feel like home.
They provide
shade on hot
summer days, change with the
seasons, and have been here for
generations. We’re proud of the
natural beauty around us.

At ERPPD, we work hard to
balance preserving that natural
beauty with making sure we live
out our mission of providing
safe, reliable, and cost-effective
electricity. A big part of striking
a balance is regular tree trimming
and vegetation management.

You’ll see our crews or our
contractors working across our
service territory throughout the
year. These professionals are
well-trained, safety-focused, and
follow strict standards. It might
not be flashy work, but it’s one of
the most important things we do.

This work plays a major role in
keeping everyone safe. Electricity
is powerful and unforgiving.
When trees grow too close to
power lines, they can energize
branches and create dangerous
situations, especially for kids
climbing trees. That’s why we
remove dead or weak limbs, take

For more information on what you can do to help reliability, visit the ERPPD website.

out hazardous trees when needed,
and keep fast-growing trees from
becoming problems later on.

Proper right-of-way practices are

critical to providing reliable service.

Strong winds, ice, and storms are a
fact of life around here. Branches
too close to lines are one of the
leading causes of power outages,
especially during bad weather.
Clearing those lines ahead of time
helps prevent outages before they
start and gets the lights back on
faster when storms do hit.

Our budget includes ongoing
investment into tree trimming
and spraying on an annual basis.
By taking a proactive approach,
we can avoid larger expenses of
cleaning up major damage after
a big storm, reduce after-hours
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calls for tree related outages, and
spread expenses over a longer
time frame. Good vegetation
management helps keep outage
time and overall costs down for all
our customers.

You can help us out too by being
mindful of power lines when
planting trees and notifying our
office if you see a “danger tree”.

continued on page 2

ERPPD offices will be closed

Friday July 3,

in observance of our Nation’s

250th Independence Day.

Have a safe and fun 4th of July!
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That is a tree that is growing too close to or
in the power line or has a defect (dead limb,
rot, cracks or splits, etc.) that will cause

it to fail and fall into the line, causing an
outage (see graphic to the right.).

When you plant new trees, think about
how big they’ll get. Trees that mature
around 40 feet tall should be planted
at least 25 feet away from power lines.
Bigger trees need 50 feet or more. Around
pad-mounted transformers, keep shrubs
from the front and sides so our crews can
get to them when needed. Remember, if
you need to dig, always call 811 first. It’s

Mackenzie Tatem of Omabha,
Neb., joined ERPPD in Neligh on
May 26, becoming the district’s
first female line tech intern.

A graduate of Metropolitan
Community College’s Utility Line
program in Omaha, Mackenzie
discovered the career while tour-
ing campus and watching students
climb poles. The hands-on work
caught her attention, and she
quickly found a path she wanted to

INTERN IN NELIGH

She has already proven her skills,
earning the overall win at Metro’s
line tech rodeo competition.

Mackenzie said she is enjoying
the internship and the opportunity
to learn more about the electric
utility industry.

“I am learning so much about the
work and the industry,” she said.
“Everyone is very helpful, and |
enjoy the tasks and experiences |
am getting.”

pursue.

quick and it prevents serious damage.
At the end of the day, we all want the

same thing: a safe, strong, and beautiful

community here in northeast Nebraska. TRUCK FOR SALE

That’s what we’re committed to at ERPPD.

We live here too. Our roots run deep, just
like the trees we help take care of.

Part of keeping our mission of safe, reliable,
cost-effective electricity for our customers is
having a vehicle maintenance and replace-
ment program. The truck pictured to the
right is available for purchase as it is being
rotated out of ERPPD’s fleet.

Specs: 2018 Dodge Ram 3500; 111,727
miles; 6.7 liter Cummins Diesel; regular cab;
after market bumper with light bar and Truck
Equipment LLC service body.

The truck is available for viewing at BC
headquarters 206 N. 4th St. Battle Creek 7:00
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Monday through Friday.

A sealed bid on the truck may be made
starting Monday, July 6, by mail to PO Box
310, Battle Creek NE 68715 or e-mail to
erppd@erppd.com.

The sale will close at 4:00 p.m. Friday,
July 17. The winning bid will be selected
and the buyer notified.

The truck will be listed on Facebook Mar-
ketplaces as well.

If you have questions about the truck, call
Chris Sovereign at 402-675-2185.
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Check these monthly to keep your home and family safe.

Kitchen

Clean refrigerator coils and allow space for airflow.

L]

® Store and use appliances away from the sink.

® Use and test GFCl outlets.

® Inspect cords for cracks or frays.

® Keep cords off counters; unplug when not in use.

Bedroom

® Place and test smoke and CO detectors on every
level and near sleeping areas.

® Keep cords out from under rugs or furniture.

® Unplug devices and chargers when not in use.

® Make sure lightbulbs are the correct wattage.

® Plug window AC units into a dedicated circuit.

Basement

e Ensure washer and dryer are stable and ventilated.

e Remove dryer lint after each use.
o Set water heater to 120°F or lower.
o Have furnace inspected and confirm proper

Bathroom
o Keep appliances away from water (sink, toilet,

tub, shower).

e Unplug appliances when not in use.
e Use and test GFCl outlets.

Living Room

Use safety caps on unused outlets, especially if
children or pets are present.

e Ensure electronics have space for airflow.
e Replace cracked light switch or outlet covers.

Avoid overloading outlets, power strips and surge
protectors.

Use and test GFCl outlets.

Inspect cords for cracks or damage.

Unplug tools and appliances when not in use.
Place garage refrigerators/freezers on dedicated
appliance circuits.

ventilation.
Learn more at: SafeElectricity.org
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