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  COST-EFFECTIVE is one of 
the guiding principles in the 
Elkhorn Rural Public Power Dis-
trict’s mission statement and a 
way that we provide value to our 
customers.  
  For the eighth consecutive year, 
there will be no overall increase 
in rates.  Electricity continues to 
be a good value to our custom-
ers. As noted above, the average 
amount to run a home is less 
than $4.00 a day.  Compared to 
the cost over time of other com-
mon household expenses like 
groceries, rent, repairs, etc., it is 
a very stable value.
  The board continues to moni-
tor and adjust rates as needed 
through rate study and design 
to make sure the true cost of 
providing electricity is collected. 
KW demand, facilities charges 

and kWh energy charges were 
all adjusted to reflect the 2020 
cost of service study. Individual 
customers may see a slight in-
crease or decrease in their bills, 
based on usage, but the overall 
changes will be revenue neutral 
for Elkhorn’s budget.         
  Instrumental in keeping our 
rates stable is the cost of elec-
tricity, which is almost 70% of 
our cost of providing electricity 
to you. Our  wholesale pro-
vider has been able to maintain 
power rates.  Our supplier will 
be returning a Production Credit 
Adjustment (PCA) in 2021.  
  After much consideration of 
the matter, the Board of Direc-
tors has decided to use the PCA 
on multiple projects that will 
increase reliability and enhance 
our service to you.  For example, 

 

 Let’s
POWER

value

   On average, Nebraskans  
pay $3.45 a day to run their 
homes. That’s less 
than you’d pay for a 
hamburger and fries, or one 
of those fancy coffees, to 
heat your home, keep the 

lights on and appliances running
   At Elkhorn, our residential rates 
are lower than the state and 
national averages, and there has 
been no general increase to rates 
for the last eight years.

in the budget for 2021 there are 
sub-t plan projects (see Decem-
ber 2019 Wire for a detailed look 
at the 10-year Sub -T plans) and a 
new Automated Meter Infrastruc-
ture (AMI) system.  The AMI 
system will replace an aging and 
soon to be obsolete system and 
be more efficient in outage situa-
tions.
  This provides rate stabilization 
to you in that we will not have to 
increase rates or borrow money 
to complete these projects, which 
keeps your rates consistent year 
to year. 
  We will continue to work hard 
to fulfill our mission to provide 
value through the safe, reliable, 
cost-effective delivery of electric-
ity to all customers. 
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  Help protect yourself by being aware of com-
mon utility scams like those to the right.
 Spot a Scam:
 *Be wary of immediate payment demands with 
threats of disconnection.
 *Watch for payment methods:  We will not ask 
for payment with a pre-paid card or gift card.
 *Is the caller asking for sensitive financial in-
formation? We will not call you to ask for credit 
card information. We may call with an automated  
reminder and offer payment options.
 *Do some research: ask for a call back number 
and where the person is calling from.
 *Call the office at 800-675-2185, if you have 
questions or concerns about a call or your bill.
 *Report any scam activity to the Nebraska At-
torney General’s office on-line: https://protectthe-
goodlife.nebraska.gov/report-scam or by calling 
(402) 471-2682.

Be Aware of Scams
  It is that time of year when line construction slows 
down and crews start working on line maintenance.  
This includes tree trimming.  
  Clear power lines make it easier and safer for line 
crews to access lines and fix problems that may 
occur.  It also makes it safer for customers, as trees in 
the line can make it dangerous for little ones climbing 
or playing around them, or they can start fires.
  This has been in the news lately with the wildfires 
in California and electric companies taking outages 
when the danger of fire is imminent.  We prefer to 
manage the vegetation in the right-of-way, rather than 
have outages or, worse, fires caused by power lines.
  Trees are beautiful and beneficial to have as 
windbreaks and shade. We understand the investment 
and care landowners have with trees and we want to 
make sure they grow for years to come.  They just 
can’t be in the power line right of way.  Remember 
when planting trees to be aware of power lines and 
give them a wide berth. See the chart, top right, for 
acceptable tree planting practices.
  If you have trees that are growing into the power 
lines, please contact ERPPD to discuss the issue.  DO 
NOT attempt to remove the tree yourself.
   Keeping vegetation away from the power lines 
helps to keep customers and employees safe and 
contributes to our 99.9% reliability rate.  

  Make one of your New Year’s resolutions updating your infor-
mation with us.
  Current information makes it easier for us to contact you for 
planned or unplanned outages or billing purposes.
  You can update your information online if you pay online or 
with the app.  Or, you can call our office, 8 am - 4:30 pm, Mon-
day - Friday at 800.675.2185 and speak with our friendly, helpful 
customer service reps.

Vegetation Management - Trees

Pictured Above: Crews trim a tree that is growing to 
close to the line. 

Safe Winter Driving - 
Know Before You Go

  This winter when you travel, make sure you 
know about any weather or road conditions that 
may make driving hazardous.  
  A great resource in Nebraska is 511. You can go 
online or download the app to stay current with 
road conditions.  
  The Department 
of Transportation 
(DOT) also pro-
vides updates on 
road closures due to 
weather on Twitter: 
https://twitter.com/
nebraska511.  
  Be safe on the 
roads this winter.
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What is the Cost of Space Heaters?
 Space heaters can seem like an 
economical way to heat an area 
in your home, and, in some cases, 
may be a good option.  However, 
it is a good idea to be aware of 
how running a space heater may 
affect your electric bill.
  All electric space heaters with 
the same wattage use the same 
amount of energy. See the chart 
below to see how those costs can 
add up.  For the purposes of  the 
calculation, ten cents per kWh of 
electricity was used.  Elkhorn’s 
residential rate is 9.6 cents.
  Instead of utilizing a space 
heater consider taking some 
energy saving steps to keep your 
home warmer this winter:
 *Caulk around windows and 

window frames.
 *Put clear plastic over drafty 
windows.
 *Place weather strips around 
doors.
  *Leave your curtains open dur-
ing the day to let the sun in and 
close them at night to keep the 
cold out.
  *Check your insulation and 
install some if needed.
  Elkhorn offers incentives to 
energy savings options, such as 
putting in insulation or installing 
a heat pump. Check out the En-
ergyWiseTM  incentives  below 
for cost savings or go to www.
erppd.com/energy or call Brian 
Suckstorf at 800-675-2185, for 
more information. 

12-C

AVERAGE COST OF OPERATING AN ELECTRIC SPACE HEATER

If something sounds too good to 
be true, it probably is. That rings 

especially true when it comes to 
claims about energy-saving space 
heaters. All electric space heaters 
with the same wattage use the same 
amount of energy. See the chart 
below to see how those costs can 
add up.
 Cornhusker Public Power District 
offers these space heater safety tips. 

HOW MUCH IS YOUR SPACE HEATER COSTING YOU?

$0.06 $0.24 $0.48 $0.72 $1.44 $43.20

$0.07 $0.30 $0.60 $0.90 $1.80 $54.00

$0.09 $0.36 $0.72 $1.08 $2.16 $64.80

$0.14 $0.54 $1.08 $1.62 $3.24 $97.20

$0.15 $0.60 $1.20 $1.80 $3.60 $108.00
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The chart is based on $0.10 per kWh.

2020 Goodwill Fund
4th Quarter Results

Next applications are due on January 22, 2021.  

Justin Kohl was hired on 
the right-of-way crew on 

October 12, 2020. 
 Justin graduated from 
Lincoln East High School. He 
earned a degree in Electrical 
Construction and Control 
from Northeast Community 
College in 2014.
 He worked for 
Nebraska Public Power 
District in the Columbus 
electrical drafting department 
and the York substation construction department before 
joining Cornhusker Public Power District.
 Justin and his wife, Abbi, have a daughter, 
Ella. His hobbies include hunting, boating, and skiing in 
Colorado.

Justin Kohl hired at CPPD

Justin Kohl

Allocations were given to the 
following organizations at the 

November 2 trustee meeting. 

$100 each to: 
Boone County – Reason for Season
Fullerton – Fullerton Public Library
St. Edward – Beaver Valley Senior Center 
Schuyler – Richland School, Schuyler Elementary School
Columbus – CASA, Friends of Music, Scotus High School

$650 each to:
Creston – Creston Rescue Unit for a defi brillator
Lindsay – Lindsay Fire and Rescue for gear coats

MATERIALS - Parts like metal grating can be hot to the 
touch and may burn anyone who gets too close. Make 
sure you purchase a heater cool to the touch and one that 
has guards over the coils.
PLACEMENT - It is safest to place the heater on a level 
oor on a nonammable surface. Placing the space 
heater on the oor can help keep it from tipping over, 
preventing fi re hazards.  The most important rule about 
space heater placement is the THREE-FOOT RULE.
Always keep a space heater three feet away from 
ammable materials and out of the way of children and 
pets.   CORDS - You should never use an extension cord 

when using a space heater as 
it can cause overheating. 
Plug it directly into a wall 
outlet. Do not use space 
heaters with frayed or 
cracked cords.
USE - Never leave a space 
heater unattended while in 
use. If you are leaving your 
house or going to bed, make 
sure to unplug the heater.

Space Heater Safety Tips    
  Materials -Parts like metal grat-
ing can be hot to the touch and may 
burn anyone who gets too close. 
Make sure you purchase a heater 
cool to the touch and one that has 
guards over the coils. 
  Placement - It is safest to place 
the heater on a level floor on a 
non-flammable surface. Placing the 
space heater on the floor can help 
keep it from tipping over, preventing       
fire hazards.  The most important 
rule about space heater placement is 
the THREE-FOOT RULE. Always 
keep a space heater three feet away 
from flammable materials and out of 
the way of children and pets.     
  Cords - You should never use an 
extension cord when using a space 
heater as it can cause overheating. 
Plug it directly into a wall outlet. Do 
not use space heaters with frayed or 
cracked cords. 
  Use - Never leave a space heater 
unattended while in use. If you are 
leaving your house or going to bed, 
make sure to unplug the heater.

EnergyWiseTM Incentives
Residential Heat Pump Water 
Heater
    $400 for air source with EF>1.9
    $650 for ground source with EF> 28
High Efficiency Heat Pump
   $400-$3,000
   Minimum SEER 15, EER 12.5 & 
   HSPF 8.5. Includes Air-to-Air and 
   Water/Ground source

Residential Attic Insulation
   $0.15/sq. ft maximum $300
SMART Thermostat
   $25-$100
Cooling System Tune Up 
   $30
See the details for these and more 
incentives online at www.erppd.com or 
call Brian at 800.675.2185


