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WE WISH YOU A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS AND

HAPPY NEwW YEAR

From all of us here at Elkhorn
Rural Public Power District, we
sincerely wish you the best in this
holiday season and for the coming
year. It is our greatest honor and
privilege to serve you and provide
safe, reliable, cost-effective elec-
tricity.

Thank you for your input and par-
ticipation, by getting out and voting
for your representatives on the
board of directors. Dennis Kuchar,
Sub-district I; Rodney Zohner,
Sub-district II and Raymond Payne,
Sub-district III were all elected

to 6-year terms. See below for
district boundaries and pictures of
the directors.

Local control is one of the hall-
marks of the Public Power Model.
You have a vote, voice and say in
how your electric service is pro-
vided. Voting for board members
1s one way you get to exercise that
right.

We value your input and cus-
tomers are welcome to attend our
public board meetings, the 2nd
Tuesday of the month. A public
comment period is held at 10:05

a.m. if you have an issue or
concern you would like to let the
directors know about.

You can also see us out in the
community, since we live and
work right here where you are.
We are accountable to you, our
customers, not to shareholders,
who do not live here and are
motivated by making profits.

As we reflect on the passing
year and look ahead to the new
year, we count as a blessing
having such great customers to
serve.
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Dennis Kuchar, Madison
Sub-distict I Director
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Rod Zohner, Battle Creek
Sub-distict II Director

Ray Payne, Elgin
Sub-distict I1I Director

Elkhorn Rural Public

Power District
will be closed
Tuesday, Dec. 25,

Christmas Day
and

Tuesday, January 1
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RECYCLING AND GIVING BACK

Pictured above: Quilt made by Rena Hoelscher out of worn out lineman jeans.

RELIABILTY

Reliability is important to Elk-
horn, because it is important to our
customers. In 2017 (most cur-
rent data avaialbe), Elkhorn had
a 99.98% reliability rating and
Nebraksa has been ranked number
one for electrical reliabilty in the
nation! (See the August Wire for
the complete story by visiting our
website www.erppd.com).

One way that Elkhorn keeps the
lights on is to have an inventory of
materials that are available when
needed in an outage situation.

To the right you can see a substa-
tion transformer being unloaded in
the pole yard.

This transformer is a spare substa-
tion transformer with dual voltage

What do you do with worn out
clothes, especially jeans - that aren’t
good for work, but still have a bit of
life in them? We were able to give
jeans used by our linemen to Rena
Hoelscher.

She took the jeans from Elkhorn and
created the quilt pictured to the left.

It was donated to the Rescue Mission
for a fund raiser.

Elkhorn provides clothing to the
linemen that are fire resistant (FR)
and part of the personal protection
equipment (PPE) needed to do the job
safely. Once the clothing is worn out
it is turned back to the company for
disposal, or in this case, recycling for
a very good cause.

Pictured above: Crane unloading a substation transformer. It is part of
ERPPD’s plan for reliability.

so that it can be use in multiple
locations to cut down on inven-
tory costs. Because these types of
transformers have significant lead
time to order, having one on hand

ing in an outage situation.

public power districts to share

Elkhorn works with other area

makes sure we can get up and go- || high dollar equipment like subta-

tion transformers, so that we can
all keep costs down; another pub-
lic power advantage.
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ELKHORN RECOGNIZED

Elkhorn Recognized for
PCB Program

At the Regulatory Compliance Services, Inc.
(RCS, Inc.) 27th Annual Conference in Springfield,
Missouri, in October, Elkhorn was recognized
for our polycholrinated biphenyl (PCB) testing
program and for completing the testing program
this year.

RCS, Inc. has provided PCB management con-
sultations, education and training workshops and
PCB record-keeping assistance for electric utilities
for the past 32 years.

Elkhorn was commended “as an environmen-
tally conscious electric utility for developing,
implementing and completing a PCB removal and|
reduction program to eliminate electrical equipment
contaminated with PCBs.”

PCBs were widely used as dielectric and coolant
fluids in electrical apparatus, carbonless copy paper
and heating transfer fluids. In the late 1970’s pro-
longed exposure to PCB was found not to be good|
for people or the environment and production was|
banned. (Source: en.wikipedia.org)

In the 1980°s Elkhorn implemented a PCB pro-
gram to test our electric equipment, mostly trans-|
formers, to identify any PCBs and to replace the]
oil and dispose of any contaminated oil.

Pictured left to right: Todd Knutson, operations manager, Jim Ridder
retired, and John Paul, meter tech, with the PCB program certificates.

That testing program was com-| | staff, did the testing and compli-
pleted in the spring of this year|| ance for the program.
Jim Ridder, recently retired opera-||  Elkhorn will continue to moni-
tions manager, was instrumental| | tor for PCBs in our equipment
in starting the program. John|| as we will continue to be good
Paul, meter tech, along with other] | stewards of the environment.

ELECTRIC GENERATION HIGHEST SINCE 2008

America’s electricity generation reached the
highest level since before the economic reces-
sion, just-released US Energy Information
Administration (EIA) data shows.

Why it matters: Electricity generation in the

the EIA, notes that weather may be at play too. He said this summer
was a lot warmer than last year’s, which would have increased the
need for electricity generation. “It is very hard to completely separate
weather from the economic factors affecting the change in electricity
generation.” (Source: Axios.com Amy Harder, Naema Ahmed Oct 30, 2018)

U.S. has been largely stagnant for a decade,
fueled by a slow-growing economy after the
2008 financial crash and the resulting lackluster
electricity demand. That’s starting to change,
recent data from the EIA demonstrates (see
graph to the right).

“We learned to do less with less during the
Great Recession, then we learned to do more
with less in the low-energy recovery that fol-
lowed. Now it looks like America is doing more
with more.” — Kevin Book, managing director,
ClearView Energy Partners.

Yes, but: Chris Cassar, an electricity expert at

Elkhorn Rural Public Power District
December 2018

U5 Annuabised Ebeciricity Gensration

WIRE
Page 3




Electrical Safety Checklist

Mearly hall of all home fines coour during winter months. Toke & few minubes o identify

and corect any pobentinl electrical hazards baersuire the safety of your BRome,

SWITCHES ANMD OUTLETS

= Ar any switches of outlels warm to the touch?
Warms wwitches or outlets indicate am anasfe wiring comditson.

+ Arg any outlets or switches discolored?

[igabanrat foim Bl icates lll.'lﬂquHH hiral |:|.'....1||| il hadie ComnaEl BT

s+ Do plugs fit spegly inte cutlets?

Lo fitting phigs con coase overheating amd fires.

CORDS

« AM@ any conds ETHHH. frayed or damaged?
Dranged cords cam expose wires, comsing shock or fime harard

+ Are any cords plnched by furniture or windows,
ar attached o anything with staples or nadls?

TES
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Pinching andor “‘mﬁm"l can damage the

insudalbon, camsing or fire hazard

+ Do you use extension cords on a permanent basis? YES MO

Exvension aoods shiuld caly be ssed temporarily

ELECTRIC PAMEL

* Do you have recurring tripped clrcuit breakers or blown fuses?  YES NO
18 i, Ehis Soudd indesate voni v encending & wale level of electrical Susrent

= Dg yi have arc Fault ehrcuit Inbérrupbers (AFCIE)? YEE HD
AFCE peovide greater fire protection
Chaeck woriir ciroail beeakers for the AFCH label,

Pégse nole s & mad & compyrehenine safely oheckial

Visit ESFLorg for maore informnaiion

Source: ESFI

Energy Efficiency
Tip of the Month

Heading aut of town for the
holidays? Remember to unplug
electronics that draw a phantom
engrgy load, Some gadgets, like
TW's, gaming conscles, chargers
and DVD players use energy whish
plugged into an outhet, even when
they're not in use.

SOUTET BNeTLGOY
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Winter Travel Tip
511.Nebraska.gov is ong|
e of the best
5';‘ Winter driv-
‘. ) ing sources
we have here
in the state.
You can log onto to the
web, download the app or

call them at 800-906-9069
or 511 (from in the state).

Time to Winterize Your
Car

Here are three tips to help your
winter trips go off without a
hitch:

1) Check your battery. Without
a good battery, you could have
problems starting your vehicle
regardless of the weather. The
cold doesn’t help, however.

It slows down the chemical
reaction that creates electricity
in the battery. In a worst-case
scenario, there won’t be enough
energy to turn over your engine.
So you want to make sure your
car’s battery is up to the task.

2) Give your entire car a check
up. Make sure everything is in
working order. Start with your
owner’s manual for details, but
you’ll definitely want to focus
on the areas you’ll need most
for winter driving. For instance,
your brakes should be ready to
handle slippery roads, and you
should have the proper air pres-
sure in your tires. Check wip-
erblades and that all fluids are
good and topped off. You also
might want to change the type
of oil, going to one that will
work better in cold weather.

3) What about snow tires?
Consider getting snow tires; the
rubber used in winter tires is
engineered to stay softer in cold
weather. That allows the tires to
better grip the road. Winter tires
also rely on tread designs that
are created specifically to cut
through snow and slush to reach
the pavement below.

These tips, along with watch-
ing the weather and having an
emergency safety kit, will help
get you where you need to go
this winter. (Source: carfax.com)
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