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Nominations Sought 
for Nebraska 
Agribusiness Club 
Awards

The Nebraska 
A g r i b u s i n e s s 
Club would like 
to announce that 

nomination forms for the Public Ser-
vice to Agriculture and New Horizon 
awards are now available.

The Public Service to Agriculture 
award has been presented annually 
since 1967. The award recognizes in-
dividuals who have made significant 
contributions to Nebraska agriculture 
and Nebraska agribusiness.

The New Horizon Award is an award 
that recognizes individuals 40 years of 
age and younger who are upcoming 
leaders in the agricultural industry.

Nominations for both awards are 
due by July 16, 2012. The nomination 
forms and more information can be 
found at the Nebraska Agribusiness 
Club website (www.nebraskaagribusi-
nessclub.wordpress.com) or by e-mail 
at nebraskaagribusessclub@gmail.
com.

Winners in the “It’s Easy Bein’ Green” Video 
Contest Include Elgin High School

Elgin Public 
School’s entry in 
NPPD’s “It’s Easy 
Bein’ Green” vid-
eo contest won 
first place in the 
Popular Video 
division of the 
contest. Wayne 
McCormick, As-
sistant Manager 
for Elkhorn Ru-
ral Public Power 
District,  made 
the presentation 
to the school on 
Monday, April 
23.

The video con-
test focused on 
conserving ener-
gy, building awareness about energy-wasting habits, and promoting energy-saving 
alternatives in a 30-second television commercial. Winners were selected in two 
categories – one being the Creative Video category, judged by a panel made up 
of internal staff from NPPD and wholesale customers, and the other being the 
Popular Video Award, based on the number of views on YouTube.

In the Popular Video Award, winners were based on the number of YouTube 
views. Taking top honors in Class D-1 was Elgin Public Schools with their video 
‘Go Hybrid’. Team members for the Elgin Public Schools were Nash Schindler, 
Andrew Heithoff, Kaley Hoffman, Brian Finkral, and Cody Currah. The team also 
received Honorable Mention in the Creative Video division.

The contest was open to Nebraska junior and senior high schools in communi-
ties served by NPPD and its wholesale utility partners. Customers in the City of 
Elgin and the surrounding area are served by Elkhorn Rural Public Power District. 
Selected commercials will be considered for possible production and/or placement 
in a statewide media campaign during 2012.

More information and videos from the contest can be found at http://www.nppd.
com/videochallenge/

Memorial Day
Monday, May 28

ERPPD offices will 
be closed on Mon-
day, May 28, to re-
member the military 
personnel who’ve 
given their lives to 

preserve the freedoms Ameri-
cans enjoy every day.

Elgin HS Video Production Team: Back row (l-r) Sponsor Mrs. Sara Walsh, 
Brian Finkral, Andrew Heithoff, and Kaley Hoffman; Front row (l-r) Cody Cur-

rah, Nash Schindler, and Sponsor Mrs Amy Selting.
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Check out these energy efficiency programs for ERPPD customers

Operations ReportEnergy Efficiency

The Challenges of Renewable 
Energy

Renewable energy is intermittent 
by nature: the sun doesn’t shine when-
ever we need electricity and the wind 
doesn’t pick up speed on our com-
mand. As a result, we’re left to make 
the most of what we do get. As more 
solar and wind power generation are 
built, the industry is searching for the 
best ways to store the electricity so it 
becomes available on those cloudy, 
rainy, windless days.

The challenge is to satisfy the following truth: power into 
the grid must match the power coming out. Utilities are find-
ing that, as more and more renewable generation comes on 
line, it is difficult to maintain voltage and frequency with the 
variation of renewable generation. Therefore, utilities must 
have the power plants ‘spinning’ in order to quickly take over 
when the wind dies down or when clouds block the sun.

In order to make renewable energy, such as wind power 
and solar power, a viable source of electricity, the industry 
needs a way to store the electricity produced when it is not 
needed so it can be dispatched in times of greater need. This 
would greatly reduce the need to have the large generating 
plants in “spinning reserve” mode, and would actually save 
on fuel costs.

There is much research  being done on energy storage, 
such as batteries, compressed air, pump storage (using 
renewable electricity when it is available to pump water to 
a higher elevation to be released to spin turbines when the 
electricity is needed). 

The renewable energy industry desperately needs a break-
through on this research to make wind and solar power a 
viable and dependable source of electricity. Until that time, 
however, the electrical industry is using the most reliable, 
cost-effective, and safest methods available, including coal, 
natural gas, hydropower, nuclear, to generate the electricity 
needed for your use.

Operation and Maintenance 
Department 2011 Summary

Following are the highlights of 2011 from the Operations 
Department (construction and maintenance):

Built 40 miles of primary line (single-phase and three-
phase)
Installed 4 miles of primary underground line
Installed 857 crossarms and 1,153 poles
Built service to 23 new homes
Built service to 29 new grain bins
Built service to 168 new irrigation pumping or center-
pivot services

Projects completed or under way:
Battle Creek Farmers’ Pride-new elevator/scale/office
Archer-Daniels-Midland-new elevator/scale/office
New substation to replace temporary substation east of 
Ewing started
Trimmed down the irrigation waiting list

Outage information for 2011 
9,194 total customers
Outage time per customer was 2 hours and 15 minutes  
for the year out of 8,760 total hours, which equates to a 
system reliability of 99.974%

Following are the top 3 major outage reasons:
1. Storms (June-2011 wind storms)
2. Lightning
3. Power supplier had an outage
Outage time per customer for the year, without the storm 
time, was 1 hour and 15 minutes out of 8,760 total hours, 
which equates to a system reliability of 99.985%.

As you can see, the Operations Department continues to 
be very busy maintaining and constructing facilities (lines 
and substations) to improve the reliability of the electrical 
distribution system.
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Energy Efficiency
     Tip of the Month

Smart home landscaping can lower your electric bills. Trees on the east and west sides of your home provide 
shade—and reduce your cooling costs—during hot summer months.  Shade for your air conditioner can save 10 
percent of your cooling costs. And by adding vegetation to the north side of your home, you can reduce winter 
winds that trigger  higher heating costs. Find more ways to save at www.erppd.com.

Source: National Rural Electric Cooperative Association



Elkhorn Rural Public Power District WIRE 
May 2012 Page 3

Check out these energy efficiency programs for ERPPD customers

Safety news

TLC
Teach what you know.
Learn what you need to. Care enough to share it.

Every year kids die climbing
trees near power lines.
Help kids understand the 
danger of climbing a tree 
that is near a power line. 
Even if the lines don’t 
touch the tree, the branches touch the tree, the branches 
could move under the child’s 
weight and come in contact 
with energized power lines. 
          Keep them safe.• •• •

May is National Electrical Safety Month
May is National Electrical Safety Month, and Elkhorn Rural Public Power 

District is joining with the Electrical Safety Foundation International (ESFI) to 
raise awareness about potential home electrical hazards and the importance of 
electrical safety.

The major focus for the 2012 campaign is to remind consumers about home 
safety devices that can provide enhanced safety without requiring major renova-
tions. These devices include arc fault circuit interrupters (AFCIs), ground fault 
circuit interrupters (GFCIs), and tamper resistant receptacles (TRRs).
Arc Fault Circuit Interrupters (AFCIs)

An arc fault is caused by damaged, overheated, or stressed electrical wiring
Arcing faults are one of the major causes of the more than 50,000 electrical 
fires.
AFCIs replace standard circuit breakers and provide protection by detecting 
hazardous arcing conditions and shutting down the electricity before a fire 
can start.
AFCIs should only be installed by a licensed, qualified electrician
AFCIs should be tested monthly

Ground Fault Circuit Interrupters (GFCIs)
A GFCI is designed to protect people from shock and electrocution
GFCIs constantly monitor electricity flowing in a circuit, and quickly switch 
off power if they sense any loss of current
GFCIs could prevent over two-thirds of home electrocutions that occur each 
year
GFCIs can be installed at the main service panel, in place of standard electri-
cal outlets, or can be portable
GFCIs are installed in areas where water and electricity are in close proximity, 
such as the bathroom, garage, kitchen, basement, and outdoor outlets.
GFCIs should be tested monthly
While GFCIs should be installed by a licensed electrician, portable GFCIs 
require no tools to install 

Tamper Resistant Receptacles (TRRs)
TRRs look just like ordinary outlets, but are designed with spring-loaded 
receptacle cover plates that close off the receptacle openings, or slots
When equal pressure is simultaneously applied to both sides, the receptacle 
cover plates open to allow the standard plug to make contact with the recep-
tacle contact points
Without simultaneous pressure, the cover plates remain closed, preventing 
insertion of foreign objects and protecting your children from painful, trau-
matic electrical injuries
Every year in the United States, more than 2,400 children under ten years old 
are treated in hospital emergency rooms for electric shock or burns caused by 
tampering with a wall outlet
Tamper resistant receptacles have proven so effective that the 2011 National 
Electric Code (NEC) requires installation of TRRs in all new homes
TRRs should be installed by a licensed, qualified electrician.
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BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS
with Board position 

and subdivision

Rod Zohner
 President ...........II
Tim Means
 Vice President ..II
Larry Lindahl
 Secretary .........III
Dennis Kuchar
 Treasurer ........... I
Jerrell Dolesh
 Director ............II
Mark Miller
 Director ............. I
Joe Thiele
 Director ...........III
Greg Weidner
 Director ............. I
David Hoefer
 Director ...........III

MANAGER
Tom Rudloff

It’s the law!
Call 811 Before 

You Dig!
Or 1-800-331-5666

Diggers Hotline 
of Nebraska

Communicate Electronically 
With ERPPD

  

Internet: www.erppd.com
E-mail: erppd@erppd.com

Questions 
about your bill?

Please call the ERPPD 
office at 402-675-2185 or 
toll-free, 1-800-675-2185, 
during office hours, 8 a.m.-
4:30 p.m. M-F, in regards 
to billing questions. When 
calling the office concern-
ing billing problems, it will 
save time if you would have 
your meter serial number or 
customer account number. 
Remember to call the Battle 
Creek office if you have 
billing questions. All ac-
count payments should be 
mailed to: 

Elkhorn Rural 
Public Power

District 
P.O. Box 310 

Battle Creek, NE   
68715

For Emergency Service 
or Outage Reporting
1-800-675-2185

After Hours Note: 
The entire 800-number must be dialed, 

even for a local call.

Outage 
Checklist
In the case of an outage: 

• First check to see if 
the fuses below the meter 
are good. 

• If you have breakers, 
make sure they are on and 
have not kicked out. 

• If you have a double-
throw switch for standby 
power, make sure it is in 
the correct position. 

• Check with neighbors 
to see if they have power. 
By doing this before calling 
us, we can determine if it is 
a line or an individual out-
age. This can help cut down 
on outage duration. 

• Please, be prepared to  
give the name on the ac-
count, plus the consumer 
number and/or the legal 
location. This will assist us 
in sending our crews to the 
correct place.

Irrigation
Tips for Irrigators

Motor Savers: 
Have your elec-
trician install 
a motor saver 
on your system. 
Mos t  t h r ee -
phase  pump 

motors detect a blink on only one 
phase, which can allow the mo-
tor to continue to operate on two 
phases resulting in motor damage. 
A motor saver monitors all three 
phases and shuts down the system 
if any one of the phases blinks.
Power Factor Corrective Ca-
pacitors: Capacitors installed at 
the pump panel help to keep the 
motors running cooler, thus ex-
tending the life of the motor. They 
also maximixe the output of the 
electricity purchased.
Autostart: An autostart compo-

•

•

•

nent installed on your system can 
maximize the amount of pumping 
by automatically starting your sys-
tem following a period of control, 
or following a blink on the electri-
cal system.
Text or Email Control Notifica-
tions: A new service this year is 
a text notification to notify you 
when the radio signal has been sent 
to control your individual well.
Another notification will be sent 
when the radio signal has been sent 
to restore the indivisual system at 
the end of the control period.

If you have any questions on these 
items, or questions on energy effi-
ciency, please call our Energy Services 
Representative, Mark Gronau, at 1-
800-675-2185.

•

Irrigation Control 
Switch Inspections

ERPPD personnel will be perform-
ing their annual inspection of irrigation 
control switches. The inspection was 
started in April and will finish some-
time in May.

With the switches subject to severe 
weather such as thunderstorms and 
lightning, it is very important that 
we make sure each switch is working 
properly. 

The irrigation load control program 
is very important for managing electri-
cal rates. Keeping the peak demand 
down during the hot summer months 
saves the district hundreds of thousands 
of dollars in electrical power costs. 
These savings are reflected in all of 
our rates. 

Homes and other businesses can con-
tribute to controlling the peak demand  
by using energy conservation, espe-
cially during the hot summer months.

Thank you for your cooperation and 
assistance in keeping rates as low as 
possible.


